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Makhraj (plural =Makhārij) means the place from which the sound of the letter must come.

To be able to achieve the correct sound it is important to first to teach the student where the sound
should come from and in most cases where his/her tongue should be.

Do a small exercise with the student:

1. Place your tongue between your teeth and say th (ث) as in think, thought, thorn, thistle.
Show the difference with dh (ذ) as in the, this, them, those, that.

2. Touch your bottom teeth with your tongue and say s .(س)

3. Touch the far left upper teeth (molars) with your tongue and say dh .(ض)

4. By blocking the passage from the throat (by touching the upper hard palate with the tongue) say
q .(ق) This may be achieved at first by gently pressing the throat with the tongue.

5. Say h (ح) from the throat. It should sound deep. Repeat this with‘a (ع).

The makhārijhave been grouped together in the next few pages as per the sound so that teachers,
parents and students can refer to them all the time.
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The tongue is placed flat in the mouth and the sound comes from the centre
of the mouth (from the emptiness of the mouth).

With the tongue at the back of the mouth, the sound comes from the throat
and is a deep and hoarse sound.

Similar toا

It is pronounced by touching the upper two front teeth with the tongue.
Pronounced as you pronounce the English‘T’

Pronounced by touching the tongue to the root of the two front teeth and
bringing it down with force.
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Pronounced as‘th’in English as in ‘think’, ‘thumb’. The ‘th’sound is
produced by placing the tongue between the upper and lower teeth.

This letter is a hissing sound, pronounced as the English‘S’. The sound is
pronounced with the tip of the tongue touching the root of the lower front
teeth.

This is a whistling sound pronounced with the tip of the tongue touching the
root of the upper front teeth.

Pronounced from the throat while pushing air out.

Pronounced as a normal‘h’in English. The sound comes from the chest.

Pronounced as a normal‘k’in English with the tongue in the centre of the
mouth.

Pronounced by blocking the passage of the throat at the back with the tongue.
The sound is a heavy‘q’.

The sound is as if you are clearing your throat.

The sound is from the throat as if you are gargling.

Pronounced by keeping the tongue flat in between the teeth.

Pronounce as we pronounce‘z’in English.

Pronounced by touching the tongue to the roots of the upper front teeth but
raising it and bringing it down with force.

Pronounced by touching the left blade of the tongue to the upper left molars
(the back teeth). It is also correct to do it with the right side.



In Arabic, a letter takes on different forms depending on it position in a word. The following chart
summarizes those forms
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End of word The Harf












































 





























































































Beginning of
word











































Middle of word
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End of word Middle of word



 does not change it’s form but cannot appear on its own in the beginning orء
the middle of a word. It must be carried by يوا in the middle and byاin the
beginning.

When anاfollows a ,ل there are two ways of writing:
or  لا لا
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The following transliteration is used in this booklet.
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The Huruf

ء,ا (’a), (’), (a) ض Ḍ

ب B ط Ṭ

ت T ظ Ẓ

ث Th ع ΄

ج J غ Gh

ح Ḥ ف F

خ Kh ق Q

د D ك K

ذ Dh ل L

ر R م M

ز Z ن N

س S ه H

ش Sh و W

ص Ṣ ي Y

Short Vowels

َ a

ِ i

ُ u

Long Vowels

ā   fatha with Alif

ī   kasra with Yaa

ū   dhamma with Waw



SURATUL FĪL (pronounced - Feel)

Introduction

This Surah was revealed in Makka. It has 5 verses. It is Surah number 105 in the Holy Qur’ān.

Al-Fīlmeans “The Elephant”. The name of the Surah comes from the mention of the army of elephants mentioned in the first
verse.

In 570 AD, the year of the birth of our Holy Prophet (S.A.W.), a Christian governor by the name of Abraha marched to
Makka to destroy the Holy Ka`ba. By destroying the Holy Ka`ba, Abraha wanted people to come instead to worship at a huge
church he had built at San’ā in Yemen. Abraha’s army had elephants, which were a rare sight in Arabia. History calls this 
army“As-hbul Fīl”or “The People of the Elephant”.

When he reached Makka, he captured some camels belonging to the chief of Makka, `Abdul Muttalib, the grandfather of the 
Holy Prophet (S.A.W.). When `Abdul Muttalib went to see him, Abraha thought he would ask him to spare the Holy Kàba. 
Instead, `Abdul Muttalib asked for the camels to be returned.

Abraha laughed and said, “What! I have come to destroy your place of worship, and you are speaking of your camels!” 
`Abdul Muttalib gave a famous reply, “ I am the owner of the camels, so I have come for them.The Ka`ba too has an Owner,
Who will look after it”.

This statement showed that the ancestors of the Holy Prophet (S.A.W.) were also firm in their faith in Allāh.

Abraha ignored this warning and tried to invade the Holy Ka`ba with his elephants. The Surah recounts what happened to the
army.

Text and Translation


(I begin) in the name of Allah, the Most Kind, the Most Merciful.


Have you not seen how your Lord dealt with the army of the elephant?


Did He not cause their plans to end in confusion?


And sent down upon them flocks of birds,


Pelting them with stones of baked clay,


So He made them as chewed straw.
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Tafsīr

1. Have you not seen how your Lord dealt with the army of the elephant?
The proud army was crushed by small birds carrying little stones in their beaks and claws. Each stone
fell on target, killing men and animals instantly. Allāh shows how the power displayed by Abraha was 
defeated by the smallest of His creatures

2. Did He not cause their plans to end in confusion?
This verse refers to the great confusion caused in the army of Abraha by the arrival of the birds. Many
fell dead, and the survivors, including Abraha, began to run away.

3. And sent down upon them flocks of birds,
4. Pelting them with stones of baked clay,
The birds were tiny, yet their effect was great, because they had the help ofAllāh.

5. So He made them as chewed straw.
The appearance of the remains of the army after the birds had gone, was like straw that has been chewed
by cows, broken and useless.

Merits of reciting this Surah

1. Imam Ja`far As-Sādiq (A.S.) said that the ground on which a person offers his or her prayers, will
speak kindly for the one who recites this Surah in his Wājib prayers. 

2. Imam Ja`far As-Sādiq (A.S.) has written in his own handwriting: “When you face your foe, you 
ought to look at him and recite Suratul Fīl. Imam Khomeini (A.R.) recited this Surah when the
Americans sent their best helicopters (the most advanced of weapons) to Iran to rescue their spies
and their helicopters were destroyed by ‘sand’.

An important rule

According to most of the scholars, if one decides to recite Suratul Fīl as the second Surah in Salāh, one 
must also recite Suratul Quraysh.

Exercise

1. Memorize this Surah with proper makharij and its meaning.

2. Orally answer the following questions.

a) What was the name of the governor who went to attack the Ka`ba?
b) What happened to his army?
c) What was `Abdul Mutṭalib’s reply when Abraha asked him why he had come for his camels 

when the Ka`ba was in danger?
d) Who is the owner of the Ka`ba?
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SURATUL QURAYSH

Introduction

This Surah was revealed in Makka. It has 4 verses. It is Surah number 106 in the Holy Qur’ān. The 
name of the Surah is from the mention in the first verse, of the favours of Allāh to this tribe.

The Surah is a continuation of the previous Surah, al-Fīl. Many scholars say that if one decides to recite 
SuratulFīl as the second Surah in Salāh, one must also recite Suratul Quraysh.

Text and Translation


(I begin) in the name of Allah, the Most Kind, the Most Merciful.




For the protection of the Quraysh.


Their protection during their trading caravans in the winter and the summer;


So let them worship the Rabb of this House,


Who feeds them against hunger and gives them security from fear.
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Tafsīr

1. For the protection of the Quraysh.

The Quraysh were the chief tribe of Makka. They were the descendants of Prophet Ismā̀īl (A.S.). The 
Holy Prophet (S.A.W.) belonged to this tribe. They were known throughout Arabia because the Holy
Ka`ba was in their city and they were its guardians.

2. Their protection during their trading caravans in the winter and the summer;

In the summer the Quraysh would go for trade to Syria and in the winter, to Yemen. Despite the dangers
from robbers on the journey, the Quraysh enjoyed safety and respect because of their position as the
custodians of the Holy Ka`ba.

3. So let them worship the Rabb of this House,

Since theHoly Kàba was the reason for their protection, Allāh invited them to worship the Lord of the 
House. The Quraysh controlled the trade throughout the north and south of Arabia because of the
importance of the Holy Ka`ba. The thought of losing this advantage made them oppose the message of
Islam instead of embracing it.

4. Who feeds them against hunger and gives them security from fear.

Allāh reminded the Quraysh that despite the harsh land, they do not go hungry and despite the 
lawlessness, they were protected. For these blessings from Allāh, they should be grateful.

Merits of reciting this Surah

1. This Surah has all the merits of its sister Surah, al-Fīl.
2. The Holy Prophet (S.A.W.) has said that whoever recites it will be granted ten good deeds for each.

Exercise

1. Memorize this Surah with proper makharij and its meaning.

2. Orally answer the following questions.

a) Which tribe was the Holy Prophet (S.A.W.) descended from?
b) Why did Allāh protect the Quraysh?
c) What must you do also if you want to recite this Surah as the second Surah in your Salāh?
d) To the parents: once in a while, have your child recite Suratul Fīl/Suratul Quraysh as the 

second Surah in Salāh. 
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SURATUL LAHAB

Introduction

This Surah was revealed in Makka. It has 5 verses. It is Surah number 111 in the Holy Qur’ān. The 
name of the Surah refers to Abu Lahab, who was the cousin of `Abdul Muttalib, and a great uncle of our 
Holy Prophet (S.A.W.).

He was one of the worst enemies of the Holy Prophet (S.A.W.) and Islam.

His real name was `Abdul Uzza, but because of his fiery temper, he was called Abu Lahab (the father of
flames).

We learn from this Surah that wealth and power that a person enjoys in this world will be of no use to
him on the Day of Judgement if his actions have been wicked.

Text and Translation


(I begin) in the name of Allah, the Most Kind, the Most Merciful.




May the two hands of Abu Lahab perish, and may he perish.


His wealth and what he earns will not help him.


Soon he shall burn in the flaming fire.


And his wife, the bearer of firewood,


Upon her neck shall be a noose of twisted rope.
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Tafsīr

1. May the two hands of Abu Lahab perish, and may he perish.

When the Holy Prophet (S.A.W.) called all his relatives to announce for the very first time his
prophethood; he asked them all whether they would believe him if he told them that there was an army
waiting behind the mountain. All of them replied that they would because they had never heard the
Prophet (S.A.W.) lie.

The Prophet (S.A.W.) then announced that he had come from the one God as a messenger to preach the
oneness of God.

Abu Lahab said: “May you perish (die)! Is this why you have called us?”

He was once found walking behind The Prophet (S.A.W.) throwing stones at him and shouting at the
people not to listen to the Prophet (S.A.W.).

He raised a large stone to throw at the Prophet (S.A.W.) but his hands froze. The ayah refers to his
raising of hands to throw the stone.

2. His wealth and what he earns will not help him.

When Abu Lahab was warned about the fire of hell, he said he would buy Jahannam with his wealth and
escape it.

This ayah say that nothing will be of use to him.

3. Soon he shall burn in the flaming fire.

When Abu Lahab will be in the fire; then only will he realize the reward for his disbelief and the value
of his wealth.

4. And his wife, the bearer of firewood,
5. Upon her neck shall be a noose of twisted rope.

Abu Lahab’s wife was called Umme Jamila. She also had a bad temper like her husband.

Umme Jamila used to collect thorny sticks and bundle them up with a rope. In the night she used to
spread them along the path that the Prophet (S.A.W.) used to take to go to the mosque for prayers early
in the morning.

The Prophet (S.A.W.) used to move them aside but some of the thorns used to prick his feet and get
entangled in his clothes.

In an accident, she was strangled by the same rope that she used to tie the thorny firewood with. The
twisted rope around her neck also implies that she was strangling her soul with the rope of her own
making.

She is promised the same punishment as her husband.
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DÙĀ FROM THE HOLY QUR’ĀN

Introduction

Dùā means a prayer to Allāh. It is different from Salāh, because in Dùā, you can say the prayer in any 
language, at any time and in any way you like.

Although Allāh is aware of all our needs, He still likes us to ask from Him. He has instructed us to do 
Dùā in the Holy Qur’ān:


Your Lord says: “Call (do Dúā)to Me, I will answer you”.


Verily, those who are too proud to worship Me,


shall soon enter hell, disgraced.(Suratul Mu’min, 40:60)

We see form this verse that Allāh not only invites us to do Dùā, He promises that He will answer our 
prayer. He also says that Dùā is a form of worship.

The importance of Dùā is seen in Salāh, where there is a special opportunity to do Dùā. This is in 
Qunūt.

In this lesson, we will learn the meanings of some Dùā that are found in the Holy Qur’ān as well as 
memorize (with correct makharij) those which we do not know by heart.

Dùā 1


Our Lord! Give us good in this world, and good in the hereafter,


and save us from the punishment of the fire. (Suratul Baqarāh, 2:201)

This shows us that we should not only ask for good things in this world, but we should remember at all
times about the next world, which starts when we die. This is an excellent Dùāto recite in Qunūtand
also when we do Tawāfof the Holy Ka`ba.
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Dùā 2


Our Lord! Accept (this service) from us. Verily You, and You (alone) are the All-Hearing, the All-
Knowing (Suratul Baqarāh, 2:127)

This Dùāwas recited by the Prophets Ibrāhīm (A.S.) and Ismā’īl (A.S.) when they completed the 
rebuilding of the Holy Ka`ba.

This Dùāteaches us that after we have worked hard at anything, we should ask Allāhto accept our
deeds. It is recommended to recite thisDùābefore starting any work or after finishing a good work.

Dùā 3


O Our Lord! Forgive me and my parents and the believers on the Day of Judgement.

(Surah Ibrāhīm, 14:41) 

This is a Dùāthat should be recited in Qunūt. This Dùāwas recited by Prophet Ibrāhīm (A.S.). It
teaches us to especially pray for our parents, whom we owe so much. We can never repay them for their
love and kindness accept by praying for them.

Dùā 4


O my Lord! Have mercy on them just as they nourished (looked after) me when I was small

(Surah Ban Isrā’īl, 17:24) 

When we were small and helpless, our parents did everything for us. Without them, we would not be
here. We must always respect them and pray for them.

This Dùāand the previous one are the best prayers we can have for our parents and we should try to
always recite both of them inQunūt.

8 - 









LESSON 1: REVIEW LESSON -SUKŪN

Read the following.
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WORKSHEET 1

Read the following.
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WORKSHEET 2

Read the following.
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WORKSHEET 3

Read the following.
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LESSON 2: REVIEW LESSON - QALAQLA

Remember the rule of QALQALA? (refer to Level 3 booklet page81)

When any of the above five letters bears a sukūn, the sound has to be clear as if there is an echo. Care
should be taken that the echoing sound does not go to the extent of sounding as though a fatha has been
added.

Read the following words with sukūn, paying attention to the five letters, which must be pronounced
with stress.

13 - 

















 











 

 











WORKSHEET 1

This worksheet contains extracts from ayātof the Holy Qur’ān, which the students can read. Point out 
this fact to the student as an encouragement.

You will now be able to identify any problems the student may be having in identifying sounds, harakat,
orsukūn.
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LESSON 3: REVIEW LESSON -TANWĪN 

Do you remember what theTanwīnsign looks like?

The Tanwīnsign is a double vowel: double fatha, double kasra and double dhamma. Tanwīnis always
placed at the end of a word.

Do you remember what sound is added when there is aTanwīnat the end of a word?

Tanwīnmeans adding the sound of on a vowel‘a’,‘i’or‘u’. In English it is called Nunation.

Fatha tanwīnmakes the sound an as in bun, sun, fun.

Kasra tanwīnmakes the sound in as in bin, sin, fin.

Dhamma tanwīnmakes the sound un as inKhairun, Rusulun, Salāmun.

Fatha tanwīnis always written with (Alif) except with the lettertā marbūtah

In some casesfatha tanwīnis also written with , where is not pronounced.

Read the following.
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WORKSHEET 1

Read the following.
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WORKSHEET 2

Read the following.
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WORKSHEET 3

Read the following.
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LESSON 4: THE ORIGINAL MUDD - 1

Mudd literally means to elongate. A letter with Mudd is elongated while reciting. The original Mudd is
elongated to the measure of twoharakāt.

Theharakāt: fatha, kasra and dhamma are known as short vowels and are read quickly, while the Mudd
is known as a long vowel and is stretched while reading.

The first Mudd we shall study is the addition of the letter (Alif) to a letter with fatha. The transliteration

in to English is either‘aa’ or‘ā’. In this booklet we shall use‘ā’.

For example:

As per the above example, when (Alif) appears after a letter with fatha, it elongates (stretches) the

fatha. (for example, from curd to card, from must to mast, from fur to far…)

The Alif must be empty, it must not bear any of theharakāt.

Make sure that the vowel‘a’(as in bath) is elongated to a measure of twoharakātand not much more.
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 +=

Bā



= Alif + Ba



WORKSHEET 1:

Place a tick () in the box if the square contains long vowel, and an () if the square contains a short
vowel. An example has been provided.
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WORKSHEET 2:

Fill in the missing blocks.
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WORKSHEET 3

Read the following.
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WORKSHEET 4

Read the following.
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WORKSHEET 5

Read the following.
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WORKSHEET 6

Read the following.
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WORKSHEET 7

Read the following.
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LESSON 5: THE ORIGINAL MUDD - 2

In the previous lesson, we learned that when we add (Alif) to a letter with fatha, the vowel ‘a’ is 

elongated.

Likewise, when we add with sukūnto a letter with kasra we elongate the vowel‘i’sound.

For example:

As per the above example, when withsukūnappears after a letter with kasra, it elongates (stretches)

the kasra. (for example, from bit to beet, from fit to feet, from hit to heat…)

Make sure that the vowel‘i’(as in bee) is elongated to a measure of twoharakātand not much more.
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Bī      =    Yaa’ with sukūn    +   Bi
(Bee) (Be)



WORKSHEET 1:

Place a tick () in the box if the square contains long vowel, and an () if the square contains a short
vowel.
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WORKSHEET 2:

Fill in the missing blocks.
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WORKSHEET 3

Read the following.
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WORKSHEET 4

Read the following.
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WORKSHEET 5

Read the following.
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WORKSHEET 6

Read the following.
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WORKSHEET 7

Read the following.
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LESSON 6: THE ORIGINAL MUDD - 3

In the previous lesson, we learned that when we add (Alif) to a letter with fatha, the vowel ‘a’ is 

elongated. And, when we add withsukūnto a letter with kasra we elongate the vowel‘i’sound.

When we add withsukūnto a letter with dhamma we elongate the vowel‘u’sound.

For example:

As per the above example, when with sukūnappears after a letter with dhamma, it elongates

(stretches) the dhamma into a long vowel. (for example, boot, fool, moon, soon…)

Make sure that the vowel‘u’(as in bee) is elongated to a measure of twoharakātand not much more.
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Bū      =    Waw with sukūn    +   Bu



WORKSHEET 1:

Place a tick () in the box if the square contains long vowel, and an () if the square contains a short
vowel.
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WORKSHEET 2:

Fill in the missing blocks.
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WORKSHEET 3

Read the following.
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WORKSHEET 4

Read the following.
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WORKSHEET 5

Read the following.
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LESSON 7: THE ORIGINAL MUDD - 4

This lesson combines the material learned in the previous lessons. Easy as it may be, do not rush through
this lesson.
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WORKSHEET 1

Read the following.
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WORKSHEET 2

Read the following.
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WORKSHEET 3

Read the following.
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LESSON 7: SUKŪN ON ALIF AND HAMZAH 

In the previous lesson, we learned that when we add (Alif) to a letter with fatha, the vowel ‘a’is

elongated.

For example:

However, asukūnon alif or hamzah after a letter with fatha, kasra, or dhamma produces a hiccup sound.
It is read by giving it a small jerk.

For example, these are read with a little jerk:
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Bā    =     Alif    +   Ba

 


Ba’Bu’ Bi’ Ba’



WORKSHEET 1:

Place a tick‘L’in the box if the square contains long vowel, and an‘H’if the square hiccup sound.
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WORKSHEET 2

Read the following.

47 - 
























 











  



WORKSHEET 3

Read the following.
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LESSON 8: REVIEW

The purpose of this lesson is to ensure the student has firmly grasped what has been taught in the
previous lessons. Read the following.
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WORKSHEET 1:

Read the following.
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WORKSHEET 2:

Read the following.
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WORKSHEET 3:

Read the following.
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LESSON 9: STANDING FATHA

In the previous lessons, we learned that when we add Alif to a harf (letter) with fatha, we elongate the
vowel‘a’sound from burn to barn, fur to far, curd to card (a to ā).

Another way of writing the long fatha sound, the long vowel ‘ā’sound, is to use a standing fatha. The
standing fatha replaces both the slanted fatha and the letter Alif.

For example:

In some cases an empty follows a letter with a standing fatha, whereis not pronounced.
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Standing fatha







WORKSHEET 1:

Read the following.
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WORKSHEET 2:

Read the following.
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WORKSHEET 3:

Read the following.
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WORKSHEET 4:

Read the following.
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LESSON 10: STANDING KASRA

In the previous lessons, we learned that when we add Yā’to a harf (letter) with kasra, we elongate the
vowel‘i’sound from bin to been, lick to leek, kip to keep(i to ī or ee).

Another way of writing the long kasra sound, the long vowel ‘ī’sound, is to use a standing kasra. The
standing kasra replaces both the slanted kasra and the letterYā’.

For example:

In some cases an empty follows a letter with a standing kasra, whereis not pronounced.
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Standing kasra







WORKSHEET 1:

Read the following.
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WORKSHEET 2:

Read the following.
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WORKSHEET 3:

Read the following.
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LESSON 11: INVERTED DHAMMA

In the previous lessons, we learned that when we add Waw to a harf (letter) with dhamma, we elongate
the vowel‘u’sound from bull to boot, look to loop, full to food(u to ū).

Another way of writing the long dhamma sound, the long vowel‘ū’sound, is to use a inverted dhamma.
The inverted dhamma replaces both the slanted dhamma and the letter Waw.

For example:

63 - 




Inverted dhamma













WORKSHEET 1:

Read the following.
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WORKSHEET 2:

Read the following.
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WORKSHEET 3:

Read the following.
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LESSON 12: CONSOLIDATORY LESSON

The student should now be able to identify the sounds he/she has learned up to now,harakāt, sukūnand
all the vowels.

TheAyāh in this lesson are from the Holy Qur’ān. The translations have also been included.

Read the following.


“If you do good, you will do good for your own souls, and if you do evil, it shall be for it (your own

souls)”…  - Qur’ān  - - 17:7


“He knows what is before them and what is behind them”  - Qur’ān  - - 2:255


“This day (ofjudgement) you shall be rewarded for what you did”  - Qur’ān  - - 45:28


“For you your religion and for me my religion”  - Qur’ān  - - 109:6
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LESSON 12: CONSOLIDATORY LESSON

Read the following.


“And when I am sick then He heals me”  - Qur’ān  - - 26:80


“And Dawūd and Sulaymān, when they were judging…”  - Qur’ān  - - 21:78


“…And those who are with Him are not proud to worship Him, nor do they get tired.”  - Qur’ān  -

- 21:19


“He (Firawn) said (to his magicians): What! You believe in Him (Allāh) before I give you 

permission?…”  - Qur’ān  - - 45:28


“He (Ibrahim) said: But this the biggest of them (of the idols) has done it; So question them if the can

speak…”  - Qur’ān  - - 21:63
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